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As some of  you might know, a while back I wrote an article titled Jumping Genres 
(September 2009) for this very magazine. In it, I discussed how I started writing poetry, 
went to self-help and then to short stories and murder mysteries. I never dreamed I would 
wander so far away from my poetry roots; truth is stranger than fiction, but I digress.

Recently, a friend—my agent—opened my eyes to a brand new, exciting world of  books. That 
sounds really weird, I know, but she really has. I never liked fantasy books, the stories held no interest for 
me. Lo and behold, the magazine was asked to review a novel; a fantasy novel. Yours truly was chosen to 
read it…oh joy was my first thought. My second, go into this with an open mind, you may actually enjoy it. 

Now, I know change is not always good, I’m the first to tell you it’s not my closest friend, but 
growth is a good thing and extending your knowledge in anything is a grand eye-opening for your mind 
and psyche. 

I love the idea that something is so well done it changes the way I think. And anyone who knows 
me can tell you, “stubborn” is my middle name; rarely can anything change my way of  thinking. 

Movies are the same way for me. When I see trailers and sometimes—I’m ashamed to say—even 
when I hear the titles, I already make up my mind whether or not I’m going to like it. Again, my friend and 
agent has opened my eyes with so many movies, but most recently Angels & Demons with Tom Hanks. To 
be honest, the idea of  watching a movie about the possible destruction of  Vatican City did not appeal to 
me. Was I ever wrong! First of  all, it stars Tom Hanks and he’s one of  my favorite actors, second and even 
more importantly, it was riveting and suspenseful, two of  my favorite attributes when watching a movie. 

Okay, by now I’m sure you’re wondering what book I was assigned to review and if  I enjoyed it. 
It’s written by Vicki Pettersson and is called “Cheat the Grave,” THE FIFTH SIGN OF THE ZODIAC. 
Apparently, this is the fifth in a series and she’s quite popular, although until I was asked to read her, had 
never heard of  her. 

In answer to if  I enjoyed it, in my opinion, a good story needs the ability to hold a reader captive 
and make them want to turn the page because wanting to know what happens next, is the driving force 
and has the PACE Andrew Gross spoke about in May’s issue. In Vicki Pettersson’s book, she had all that 
and more. You can read my review in this month’s magazine (Inside the Pages: Suspense Magazine Book 
Reviews).

Remember, the next time you turn your nose up at a book or movie that you feel sure you’ll hate, 
give some thought to trying it anyway, you might find yourself  as pleasantly surprised as I did.  

By Terri Ann Armstrong

…or a movie for that matter…
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just for funTop 25 Thrilling Summer Reads

1.	 Clive Cussler (Isaac Bell), “The Spy”
2.	 Daniel Silva, “The Rembrandt Affair”
3.	 Janet Evanovich, “Sizzling Sixteen” 
4.	 Tilly Bagshawe, Sidney Sheldon’s “After 

the Darkness” 
5.	 Laurell K. Hamilton, “Bullet”
6.	 Jeffrey Deaver, “The Burning Wire”
7.	 Carl Hiaasen, “Star Island”
8.	 Dean Koontz, “Frankenstein: Lost Souls”
9.	 Gary Ruffin, “Hot Shot”
10.	James Hayman, “The Chill of Night”
11.	Linda Castillo, “Pray for Silence”
12.	Blake Crouch, “Snowbound”
13.	Steve Martini, “The Rule of Nine”

14.	Elizabeth Lowell, “Death Echo”
15.	Victoria Thompson, “Murder on Waverly 

Place”
16.	Sara Paretsky, “Bitter Medicine”
17.	Sofie Hannah, “The Dead Lie Down”
18.	Dorothy Howell, “Shoulder Bags and 

Shootings”
19.	Nelson DeMille, “The Lion”
20.	Karen Slaughter, “Broken”
21.	Kathy Reichs, “206 Bones”
22.	Tana French, “Faithful Place”
23.	Catherine Coulter, “Whiplash”
24.	Julie Kramer, “Silencing Sam”
25.	Martin Walker, “The Dark Vineyard”



When the host of a popular radio talk show 
is murdered, the suspects almost outnumber 
his millions of listeners.

Outspoken radio talk show host Jim Fate dies tragically when 
poisonous gas fills the studio while his polarizing show, “The Hand of 
Fate,” is on air.

In the ensuing panic, police evacuate downtown Portland – and the 
triple threat of FBI Special Agent Nicole Hedges, crime reporter 
Cassidy Shaw and Federal Prosecutor Allison Pierce begin piecing 
together the madness, motive, and the mystery of what just happened. 
And this time it’s personal since one of the women was secretly dating 
the host and has access to his home . . . as well as possible evidence.

In the following days following Fate’s murder, these three colleagues 
and friends must confront a betrayal within the team while unearthing 
the not-so-public life of Jim Fate. Together, they must uncover the 
stunning truth of who killed him, how close the killer really is, and the 
twisted motive for this cold-blooded murder.
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your opinion means a paycheck...
in an industry where

the words you say
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“Concise.  Informative.  Topical.  If you 

want to know the latest from the world of sus-
pense, then read Suspense Magazine."

--Steve Berry
New York Times bestselling author of “The 
Paris Vendetta”


